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Funded through Interreg IVB North Sea Region 
programme

14 partners

6 countries – UK, Norway, Sweden, Germany, 
Netherlands, Belgium

Budget - €3.4 million (ERDF  - €1.7 million)

Timescale: December 2008 – June 2012

Priority 4.2 - Promoting sustainable growth solutions
for expanding areas

Aim:  to develop a transnational framework to 
support the sustainable development of inland
waterways in the North Sea Region
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Work packages

WP1

Framework for the sustainable development of 
inland waterways 

WP2

Business development & 
entrepreneurship

WP3

Waterside regeneration and extension of 
the waterway network

WP4

Sustainable management 
and development of the 
waterway resource

WP1
Framework for the sustainable development of 

inland waterways

Framework aims to form the basis for a Europe-
wide strategic approach to the development of 
inland waterways

Some measures & actions proposed may be taken 
up through national, regional & local policies and 
strategies

The other 3 Work Packages feed into this over-
arching Work Package

WP2
Business development and entrepreneurship

1.  Business networking & clustering

2.  New business & product development

– Joint marketing

– New technological solutions

– New business models 

3.  Creation of focal / service points

– Integration of water/land activity

– Environmental activities eg. waste treatment

– Community development

– Conservation & promotion of cultural heritage



WP3 
Waterside regeneration & extension of the 

waterway network

1. Project delivery

– Masterplanning & design of projects

– Economic impacts

– Public consultation

– Links to other functions of water eg. flood control

– Funding of projects

2. Innovative technical solutions

To overcome barriers eg.

– Low bridges

– Changes in level 

– Infilled stretches of canal

WP4
Sustainable management & development of the 

waterway resource 

Common approaches for

– Sustainable management of the natural environment

– Involving partners & stakeholders

– Developing sustainable water transport


